THE TRUE PATRIOT

should displease no one. What grieved him was that the
public refused to take him at his word, really accused him
of duplicity, in breaking a promise which he had solemnly
made in print the previous year and had so far strictly kept,
"of never publishing, even a pamphlet, without setting my
name to it." The honour thrust upon him involved grave
dishonour.

"David Simple" aside, Fielding believed that his enemies
were engaged in a conspiracy to smirch his good name;
they would disgrace him both as a lawyer and as a man of
letters. With great vehemence, he denounced them and
their i i Causidicade,? ? revoked his promise, and bade fare-
well to literature:

"A second Beason which induces me to refute this Un-
truth [his writing 'David Simple'], is, that it may have
a Tendency to injure me in a Profession, to which I have
applied with so arduous and intent a Diligence, that I have
had no Leisure, if I had Inclination, to compose any thing
of this kiiid. Indeed I am very far from entertaining such
an Inclination; I know the Value of the Eeward, which
Fame confers on Authors, too well, to endeavour any longer
to obtain it; nor was the World ever more unwilling to be-
stow the glorious, envied Prize of the Laurel or Bays, than
I should now be to receive any such Garland or FooPs Cap.
There is not, I believe, (and it is bold to affirm) a single
Free Briton in this Kingdom, who hates his Wife more
heartily than I detest the Muses. They have indeed behaved
to me like the most infamous Harlots, and have laid many a
spurious, as well as deformed Production at my Door: In
all which, my good Friends the Critics have, in their pro-
found Discernment, discovered some Eesemblance of the
Parent; and thus I have been reputed and reported the
Author of half the Scurrility, Bawdy, Treason and Blas-
phemy, which these few last Years have produced. finer springs and
